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REP OR T 

I'ROM THE COMMITTEE appointed to examine into the Matters contained 
in the Petition of John O’Donnell , of the City of Lima-ick, Freeman, and 
others; and also the Matter of the Petition of John JBouchier and others, 
Freeholders of the County of Clare. 



MR. SPEAKER, 

VOUR Committee, appointed to examine into the matters contained in the 
X Petition of John O Donnell, of the City of Limerick, Freeman, and others, and of 
John Boucher, Gentleman, of the County of Clare, and others;— Have met pur- 
suant to order, and inquired into the matters to them referred; and have, for that 
purpose, examined several persons in the most solemn manner, pursuant to the 
power vested in them by the House; and have ordered me to report the whole 
matter, as it appeared to them, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

YOUR COMMITTEE find, That the Corporation of the City of Limerick con- 
sists of a Mayor, Sheiifts and Citizens, and that they have a very considerable 
estate in lands belonging to them ; but though your Committee have made all the 
inquiry in their power, they have not been able to get any of the title-deeds relative 
to said Estate, 01 to trace out the title to the same, save as hereinafter mentioned • 
your Committee have inspected the several royal charters granted to the said City, and 
find therein, grants of all waste grounds within the precincts of the said City, to the 
Mayor, Sheriffs and Citizens, and their Successors ; and your Committee presume that 
a consideiable pait of said Estate consists of grounds that were formerly waste ; your 
Committee have likewise inspected the several leases of the different parts of the said 
estate, and find that in all the said leases, the Mayor, Sheriffs and Citizens, are men- 
tioned to demise, and the rents are thereby reserved to them and their Successors ; 
your Committee likewise find Queen Elizabeth, by her royal charter, bearing date 
the nineteenth of May, in the twenty-fifth year ol her reign, granted to the said 
Corporation, the salmon wier and the island of Inniscattery in the river Shannon, and 
also the little customs called ingate and outgate customs ; your Committee find, that 
the common council of the said City consists of the mayor, sheriffs, aldermen and 
burgesses, but no mention whatsoever is made of said body in any of the charters 
of said City ; your Committee cannot find that there is any clause in any of the said 
charters, or any bye-law, which impowers the said common council to dispose of 
the estate or revenue of the said corporation, or of any part thereof, but your Com- 
mittee find several entries in the common council books, by which it appears that 
the common council did at different times dispose of part of the revenue of the said 
corporation, and made leases of some parts of the said estate'; your Committee 
find, that by the charter of King John, granted to the said City, as the same is re- 
cited in the charter of Queen Elizabeth, to the said City, it is mentioned, that the 
citizens of the city of Limerick, shall hold all the tenures to the said City belonging, 
to be disposed of at their will, by the common assent of the said citizens ; and your 
Committee find by all. the entries in the books of the corporation, that the tolls of 
the gates and markets have been constantly set up to public cant yearly (except the 
last year) in the court of D’Oyer Hundred or general assembly of the whole cor- 
poration ; and your Committee likewise find, by several entries in the corporation 
books, that several parts of the corporation estate have been likewise set up to cant 
in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, to be let. Your Committee find in one of the 
council books, an entry dated the twentieth day of August one thousand seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, in the words following : “ A motion being made, and the 
<£ question put, that all leases hereafter to be made by this corporation, of any landg, 
tenements or hereditaments belonging to them, be first propounded to the court of 
“ IFOyer Hundred, for their assent thereunto, before such leases be perfected; the 

“ same 
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“ same passed in the affirmative, nemine contradicente Your Committee likewise 
find another entry in the said book, dated the seventh clay of October one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-eight, by which it appears, that the court of D’Oyer Hun- 
dred, confirmed an order made by the council for granting a lease of part of said 
estate to alderman Randal Holland ; your Committee likewise find an entry in the 
said book, dated the twenty-sixth of May one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
seven, wherein it is recited, that the former mayor taking advantage of the absence 
of several of the members of the common council, and in order to dispose of the 
revenues of the city in an unwarrantable and unusual manner, did pretend to elect 
several members into the said common council, and without the approbation of the 
citizens, to whom it of right belongs to give their assent to such elections, and it 
was thereby declared, that such elections are void, and the said persons so elected 
are thereby removed, and it was thereby ordered, that the said resolution be 
presented and proposed to the next general assembly of the citizens for their 
approbation ; your Committee find, that on the same day, several persons were 
elected into the common council, and ordered to be proposed to the court of 
D’Oyer Hundred for their approbation ; and your Committee find, that on the 
first of June one thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven, the said several 
orders and resolutions were assented to, approved of, and confirmed in the court 
of D’Oyer Hundred, and that on the sixth of June one thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-seven, the said several persons so elected and approved of, were 
admitted into and sworn members of the said common council ; your Committee 
find, that John Wight, Charles Smyth, esquire, and George Sexton, were three of 
the persons so elected and admitted into the said common council, and that they 
have ever since enjoyed and exercised the rights and privileges of members of the 
said common council; your Committee find, that on the twenty-third of June one 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven, several sums were ordered in common 
council to be paid to several persons out of the city revenue, and that said orders 
should be proposed to the next general assembly for their assent; and that the same 
were accordingly, on the ninth of October one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
seven, proposed to and confirmed in the court of D’Oyer Hundred ; your Com- 
mittee find the like orders made for payment of money on the second of May one 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight, and also an order of the same date, that 
each mayor, for the future, should have 250 1 . salary, and no more ; your Committee 
find, by an entry in the said corporation books, that on the twenty-second day of 
December one thousand seven hundred and thirty, several complaints being made 
of several members of the council, upon account of several large sums being ordered 
on the twentieth of January one thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine, to be 
paid to them, and several of the said members having agreed to forego the said 
sums, and subscribed a writing to that effect; it was ordered by the said council, 
that such person as refuse or neglect to sign by the next council an order to that 
effect, that then it be proposed to the court of D’Oyer Hundred for their assent ; 
your Committee find, that on the sixth day of March one thousand seven hundred 
and forty-six, the said common council took upon them to demise several consider- 
able parts of the estate belonging to the corporation, to several members of the said 
common council for the term of nine hundred and ninety-nine years at small rents, 
and likewise that the said common council did on the seventh day of May one 
thousand seven hundred and forty-seven, take upon them to demise several other 
parts of the said estate, for terms of nine hundred and ninety-nine years, to mem- 
bers of the said common council at small rents ; your Committee find, that the said 
common council did on the ninth day of September one thousand seven hundred 
and forty-eight, take upon them to grant a fee-farm lease of a very considerable part 
of the said corporation estate to a member of the said common council, at the yearly 
rent of 8/. . io$. Y our Committee find, that the said common council did on the 
tenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and forty-eight, take upon them 
to demise the greatest part of the said corporation estate to several members of the 
said common council, for terms of nine hundred and ninety-nine years at trifling 
rents ; and your Committee find, that on the same tenth day of October one thou- 
sand seven hundred and forty-eight, the said leases were confirmed in a court of 
DOyer Hundred, but your Cothmittee do not find that any notice whatsoever was 
given of holding the said court, but the said day is mentioned in the said council 
book, to be the second Monday of the court of D’Oyer Hundred ; your Committee 
likewise find, that, the said common council have for several years past, taken upon 

themselves 
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themselves to dispose of the revenues of the said City amongst themselves, without 
permitting the citizens in any sort, to interfere therein ; your Committee find, that 
Mr. John Vincent, burgess, was appointed chamberlain of the City by the common 
council, on the twenty-sixth day of December one thousand seven hundred and 
forty, and that he has been continued in the said office, by the said common council, 
ever since ; and the said John Vincent laid before your Committee several rent- 
rolls of the lands belonging to the corporation, and the accounts of the revenues of 
the said corporation for twenty-one years past, and being examined, he said, that the 
said accounts were true and just, and that the said rent-rolls, as he believed, con- 
tained the whole estate of the corporation, that he did not know any thing of the 
value of the same, that he received some parts of the rents of the said estate, but 
that a considerable part of the same he did not receive ; that he had set forth in the 
said accounts, all the sums he had received for rent and the arrears due, that at the 
time the new leases were granted, there were considerable arrears due from the 
tenants, and that he was told, and believed that the new leases were a discharge of 
the said arrear, and that he then took no farther account of it, that the arrear then 
due was considerable, an account of which he delivered to the Committee, that he 
never received any orders from any part of the corporation to remit said arrear, that 
during the time he was chamberlain (which was twenty-one years) he never 
received above 42 /. from Alderman Wight, that the part of the corporation 
estate demised to Alderman Wight, was as he heard a grant from the Earls of 
Thomond, for keeping Parteen causeway in repair, that he once repaired that road 
about two or three years ago with the corporation money, that he did not think the 
present rent reserved upon the lease to Alderman Wight, sufficient to keep said road 
in repair ; that he believed the real value of said lands would be sufficient to keep 
the same in repair; that the said Alderman Wight was 148/. 7 s. 6 $d. in arrear at 
the time of making the new lease to him ; that the said arrear and the old rent 
would have been sufficient to have kept the said road in repair, and he said he be- 
lieved that the value of the old lease was more than the said arrear. 

The said John Vincent, being examined by your Committee, on another day, said, 
He had lodged with the clerk of the house, all the original accounts with the cor- 
poration, since the time of his coming into office, that he was almost sure he paid 
the several sums for which he had taken credit in the said accounts, that he also 
paid several other sums mentioned in a paper which he delivered in to your Com- 
mittee, and he said, that some of the sums mentioned in the said paper, are included 
in the said other accounts which he had before delivered in to the clerk; that he 
believed he paid several of the sums for which he has taken credit in the said 
accounts, without any orders of the council, for the purpose, as for repairing the 
almshouse and the church, and for other work done for the corporation; that he be- 
lieved he had paid some sums of money by the order of Arthur Roche only, when said 
Roche was not mayor ; that whenever said Roche made- an order on him to pay 
money, he promised to get the orders ot council to confirm it ; that he did not think 
lie ever got an order of council to confirm any of said payments, and that he believed 
he had charged himself in said accounts, with every sum of money he received for 
the use of the corporation, but being further examined by your Committee, he said, 
that he had charged himself in said accounts, only with the sums he received, till the 
year one thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, but that since that time, he had 
not charged himself with any of the sums he had received on account of rent, and 
said, he had no account here of the sums he received since one thousand seven hun- 
dred and forty-nine, upon account of rents. 

Your Committee proceeded in the further examination of the said John Vincent , 
but finding him extremely confused in his answers, and seeing him in a bad state of 
health, your Committee thought proper to give him time till the next day to 
recollect himself, but your Committee is informed, that he is in a very bad state. of 
health, and unable to attend your Committee, by which means your Committee 
wa£ prevented from receiving any further information from* him ; but your Com- 
mittee beg leave to observe, that the said accounts and rent rolls so lodged by the 
'Said John Vincent with the clerk, appear to your Committee to be fresh and lately 
wrote, mostly*, with the same ink, and by the same hands, so that there is strong 
’reason to suspect that the same are not original accounts, but lately made up for 
the purpose. Though the said John Vincent in his examination, declared he had 
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lodged all his original accounts with the corporation, pursuant to the order of the 
house for that purpose with the clerk of the house. 

llkhard Maunsell, esquire, the younger, being examined, said, He had been a 
burgess of the said corporation since the year one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-four, that he is very conversant with the affairs of the city, and lias made it 
his business to study the constitution of it, that he generally attended the council, and 
does not remember that any account was ever settled between the common council 
and the chamberlain, that he believed no account was ever settled between them, 
that the common council in general was not at all informed of the state of the 
accounts, and that but very few of them knew any thing of the state of the 
revenue or accounts ; that he believed the principal person acquainted with them 
was Arthur Roche, and a few of his particular acquaintance ; he said, he was a 
common council man when 2,000 1 . was raised upon a mortgage of the salmon wier; 
that he is confident said sum never was accounted for in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, 
and cannot recollect it ever was accounted for in council, but that lie heard some 
time ago that it was; that he has beard great complaints made for several years 
past, of abuses committed in the collection of the tolls at the gates, and in the 
markets of the city. That the streets and back lanes of the city have been kept in 
a very bad condition for six years past, until very lately, most parts of the same 
being covered with dirt and dung ; that the scavengers do not do their duty, nor 
have they since his memory ; that he believed the scavengers salaries are full sufficient 
to keep the whole city very clean ; that there are many frauds committed by the 
butchers in the markets, that he believed they might be prevented if the magistrates 
did their duty; that the present mayor is very active in his duty, much more than 
the former mayors; that no assize of bread was given out in the last year except 
once or twice. 



Your Committee find in the said corporation books an entry of an order, bearing 
date the nineteenth ol May one thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, made by 
the council, for raising a sum ol 2,000 1 . upon a mortgage of the salmon wier, to 
lie paid to Arthur Roche, to discharge several debts due by the corporation, and 
that the like order was made on the ninth day of October one thousand seven 
hundred and forty-nine, in council, and confirmed on the same day by the court of 
.D’Oyer Hundred. 

Robert Hallam, town clerk, being examined, said, He had been town clerk five 
years past, that the usual method of making entries of the acts of, the council, is to 
write down upon a sheet of paper, the names of the members of the council, and to 
make a mark at the names of those present, to enter the day, month, and year, and 
then to take short notes of every order that is conceived, if petitions or accounts 
are brought in : the usual way is to make an entry on the hack of each, how the 
same is disposed of, and in a day or two afterwards he generally entered the full 
sense of the minutes so taken at large in a book kept for the purpose. 

Your Committee find, that there is an entry in the said corporation hooks, dated 
the twenty second of September one thousand seven hundred and fifty, importing, 
that Arthur Roche, esq. having produced an account concerning the application of 
the 2,000 1 . which he received from the reverend Richard Maunsell, for the use of 
the corporation, it was ordered that the said account be referred to the consideration 
of the Committee, and your Committee find an entry in the said corporation book, 
dated the seventeenth of September one thousand seven hundred and fifty-one, wherein 
it is recited, that a committee of the common council had been appointed by the 
common council in common council assembled, to examine and state the account of 
the corporation of the city, and that they had reported by their chairman, under 
their hands and seals, that they had carefully and strictly examined an account 
supplied to them by the said Arthur Roche, concerning the application of the said 
sum of 2,000 1 . and the manner in which he applied the same, and the persons or 
creditors to whom he paid the same (which account is therein mentioned to have been 
annexed to the said , report, and to have been read in common council) and that it 
did appear to them, that the said Arthur Roche had fairly, strictly and justly, 
applied the said sum of 2,000/. in discharge of the debts due of the said corporation,, 

T a L^ ei ' 1 r - res0 ^ vec * an [d ordered, that the said report and account be confirmed, 

and that the said Arthur Roche, his executors and administrators,; bq acquitted and 
D ri:( ' L •' ‘ >7- . v hiJiwhafg^J 
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discharged from all manner of suits, claims and accounts concerning the same, or 
the application thereof ; and it was also ordered, that the sum of 10/. 4,9. 4 Im- 
balance due to the said Arthur Roche, on said account, should be forthwith paid 
to him. 

The said Robert Hallam, being further examined, said, He never had in his 
custody the report mentioned in the above order, that Arthur Roche was town 
clerk at the time the order was made, that he has been town clerk ever since the 
said Arthur Roche quitted the said office, that all the papers and books of the 
corporation, which he now has, were delivered to him by said Arthur Roche, that 
it is not usual to keep or preserve the accounts, that he made diligent search in his 
office, and could not find said report or account; that he never saw any receipt 
for any part of said sum, or any re-conveyance of the mortgages mentioned in the 
said order, he also said he bought the office of town clerk for about 500/. from 
Arthur Roche. 



Alderman Richard Maunscll , being examined, said, He did not remember that 
the said 2,000/. had ever been accounted for in council, or that the chamberlain 
ever laid any account before the council ; that on the first day of May one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty, 565/. 13.9. 4 d. part of said 2,000/. was paid to him by 
the reverend Richard Maunsell for the use of Judge Hassett, to whom he paid 
same, and believed some hundreds were paid by the said Reverend Richard Maunsell 
to the bishop of Limerick. 



The Reverend Richard Maunsell being examined, said, He took upon the back 
of said deed of mortgage, Arthur Roche’s receipt for 2,000/. the mortgage money, 
but that he did not pay the whole money to him; that he took a memo- 
randum in writing of the payments he made, and produced the same to your Com- 
mittee, by which it appeared, that Arthur Roche had received no more of said surn 
than 697/. 15.9. 2 d.; that Mr. Hassett received 565/. 13$. 4 d.; the bishop of 
Limerick 512/.; the executors of Exham 175/. 6.9. 6 d. and Mr. Widenham for 
a gate bond 49/. 5 s - 9 ^- 



Alderman Arthur Roche produced to your Committee, an account of the appli- 
cation of the said sum of 2,000/. which he said was the account laid before 
the council, and appeared to be signed, but not sealed, by several members of the 
council ; and your Committee beg leave to observe that the said Roche takes credit 
in the said account for the sum of 350/. lent to John and Vincent Brown upon their 
bond) and for several sums spent at a tavern, though it is recited in said order of 
the twenty-second of September one thousand seven hundred and fifty, upon the 
Council books, that - the said sum of 2,000/. had been applied in discharge of the 
corporation debts. 



The said Arthur Roche being examined, said, That John and Vincent Brown ap- 
plied to him to lend them 350/. part of said 2,000/. to purchase a commission in 
the army for Vincent Brown ; that he accordingly lent it to them upon their bonds ; 
that what he so did was not by the direction of the corporation or of the council ; 
that he did not know in whose hands the bonds were, or what is become of them, 
or to whom he delivered them ; that the same were made payable to himself, and 
that there never was any money paid to him, as he remembers, upon account of said 
bonds. Said Roche being examined on another day, said he did not remember 
when he last saw the said bonds ; that he believed he delivered them to Mr. John 
Brown, but at what time he could not tell ; that he did not remember that said 
Brown paid him any money at the time, or that he laid any account before him ; 
that he never saw any account relative to the application ot said money , that he 
cannot from his knowledge say that said Brown paid any part ot said money, but 
Mr. Brown sent him word that lie had paid, as he remembers, 160/. to Sunon Kent 
fordivs salary as scavenger, and Mr. Kent told him he had received it ; as to the 
i-eitiainder of the money, he said he could give no account ot it; that Mi. Brown is 
d gentleman of honour, and if he paid any part of it to him, he is willing to account 
for it. ''He 4 said, he never saw any of the title deeds ot the estate of the corporation, 
ekcept' the ■ charters ; that he had heard that the lands of Monebrahar were a gilt 
fO^tl^ebiporation from some Earl of Tliomond, that he -knew the lands called the 
ispimnmd#i that he heard -and believed there was an hospital on foem formerly, 
tad-hat' said lands were granted to the corporation for the support of an ..hospital ; 

•207. that 
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that said lands are not set at their full value, that he believed such part of said 
lands as were demised to him were not at a twentieth part of their value, that the 
corporation intended same as a bounty to him, that the value of the whole given 
to him by the corporation, abstracted from the value of the leases in being, which 
came to him in right of his wife, were about 100 /. a year; that he never heard that 
Latullagh was part of the Spittal lands, that he never received above twenty or 
thirty guineas as a fine, that he never saw any books belonging to the council, but 
those produced ; that when he was mayor he quartered the soldiers who were to 
stay any time in the town, first on the brewers, and then on the popish merchants ; 
that lie made the constables return lists on oath of the inhabitants fit to have sol- 
diers quartered on them, that he laid the burthen principally upon the popish inha- 
bitants, that he quartered the soldiers equally according to the best of his judgment, 
that Richard Graves had not one quartered on him, that he did not remember 
whether he quartered officers or not, but if they came to him for billets, believed 
he gave them ; that he was as light on the protestants as he could be, that he never 
quartered any upon council-men, except that he quartered some upon the brewery, 
in which some council-men were concerned ; he always quartered soldiers when 
going through the town, whether there were orders from the government for the 
purpose or not ; that he did not inquire from the barrack-master or commanding 
officer, whether there was room for them in the barracks or not ; that lie quartered 
the men without any such inquiry, that he believed none of the other mayors quar- 
tered men upon the City, except when they were upon their march, but by the 
express directions of the government ; that he was sure some of the citizens were 
paid for quartering of officers, for several affidavits had been made before him for 
the purpose ; that he had known merchants hire lodgings for officers, and pay for 
them ; that he believed, upon the officers making affidavits, the money had been 
paid to the merchants by the government ; that the revenues of the corporation are 
disposed of without the consent of the court of D’Oyer Hundred, that John Vincent, 
the chamberlain, never had accounted with the corporation, the council, or with 
any body, since the time of his first being elected into that office ; that there was 
an order made some years ago by the council, that he should account by a certain 
day, but that said order never was complied with or enforced, and that he never 
heard more of it ; that he never knew that any person was laid under any restric- 
tion or promise previous to his being admitted into the common council, that by 
the corporation books it appears that the chamberlain used formerly to account an- 
nually, and that he thought it the duty of the council to oblige the chamberlain to 
account annually ; that the corporation orders for money are not regularly paid, 
that the common council men are mostly the lessees of the corporation, that the 
rents due to the corporation are very badly paid, that he never paid any rent him- 
self, that the corporation orders are not paid in course, that the chamberlain gives 
the preference to such as he pleases, that he believed there are several corporation 
orders of several years standing, for payment of which many applications have been 
made, and that the same are not yet paid ; that he believed there was great par- 
tiality in the payment of corporation orders, that he thought it the duty of the 
council to put a stop to such partial proceedings, that he attended but very seldom 
the markets, as he had a very good deputy upon whom he relied ; that he did not 
swear his deputy, that the mayor and common council appoint a deputy, that he 
does not know what condition the almshouse is in, that part of it was demised to 
Richard Vincent, that the same number of widows are now kept in it as formerly, 
that the Blue School is dropt, but did not believe it was occasioned by the corpo- 
ration’s not paying the salary; that he was in council when the 2,000/. was 
ordered to be raised, that they went directly from the council to the court of 
D’Oyer Hundred to confirm that act, that he believed Mr. Maunsell, who was to 
lend that money, was advised the confirmation of the court of D’Oyer Hundred was 
necessary, and that he himself believed the confirmation of the - court of D’Oyer hun- 
dred was necessary ; that the nineteenth of May seventeen hundred and forty-nine, is 
not a usual day for holding a court of D’Oyer Hundred ; that there was no pre- 
vious notice given of holding said court, for the purpose of raising 2,000/. or any 
other sum; that Alderman Arthur Vincent was at that time common speaker, 
that he was not present at said court, that he believed the raising of the said 
2,000/. was not then assented to, that there was no act done that day at the said 
court, that Alderman Ingram declared in Key -lane that the mayor was common 
speaker, that he was in the court of D’Oyer Hundred on Monday the ninth of 

October 
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October seventeen hundred and forty-nine, when the order for raising the said 
2,000/. was agreed to; that he believed there was at that time a great deal of 
money due to the corporation from their tenants, but cannot say how much ; that 
he believed the citizens who opposed the raising the said 2,000/. offered to concur 
in raising as much as should appear to be due from the corporation upon a fail- 
balance, after the chamberlain should bring in his accounts ; that he did not re- 
member the common speaker was present, that there was always a common speaker 
until the death of Arthur Vincent, who he believed died in April last ; that Alder- 
man Serjeant resigned the place of common speaker in council, and that Arthur 
Vincent was elected, in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, common speaker in his 
place ; that he believed the common speaker was always, by the custom of the 
City, elected in the court of D’Oyer Hundred ; that the mayor, in the last court 
of D’Oyer Hundred, prevented the citizens from electing a common speaker, 
though they demanded it, declaring that the purpose for holding said court was 
only to cant the gates as usual, that he knew Frederick Gore, Zacharia John- 
ston and William Davis ; that they served the office of sheriffs honestly, that 
such persons as serve in said office are usually admitted into the common council, 
but sometimes not, that depending upon the pleasure of the council ; that the said 
gentlemen were not admitted into the common council, though no reason was 
assigned for rejecting them, that he is one of the tenants of the salmon wier ; that 
he purchased a share from Mr. Miller about four years ago, that he never paid any 
rent out of it, but received about 20/. that he believed there had been several ex- 
tortions at the gates and in the markets, but to the best of his judgment they have 
always been redressed when complained of ; that he believed the toll-gatherers are 
not entitled to two-pence for a pig, that he did not understand the tolls, nor did he 
trouble his head about them, except upon complaints, he sent for the old toll- 
gatherers, and informed himself of the custom from them, that the said toll-gatherers 
were frequently concerned in farming the tolls themselves, that he was obliged to call 
upon them, though concerned in interest, as there was no other persons from whom 
he could receive information ; that such complaints were always relative to articles 
not comprized in either of the schedules ; that the citizens commenced a suit against 
the person who extorted two-pence for each pig; that he directed an attorney to 
defend said suit, at the expense of the corporation, that he thought two-pence was 
too much for a pig, but he was not of that opinion when the complaint was made ; 
that this particular toll was not demised to the toll-gatherers, but the tolls were then 
demised to them in general, according to the custom. That defence was taken to 
the said suit by his directions, and not by order of the council, though he was not 
mayor at the time, that he believed if the tolls had been collected in the year fifty- 
three, by the same rule they were collected in the year twenty-four, the toll- 
gatherers could not have afforded to rent them at 1,480 /. per year ; that the cocket 
duties were not set in the year twenty-four, that he believed that the toll-gatherers did 
not in the year fifty-three, nor do they at present collect the tolls by the same rule 
they did in the year twenty-four ; that he believed the office of pilot required care and 
judgment, that his son, a boy at school about nine years old, was in the year forty- 
four, appointed pilot for life by the council ; that he himself was then mayor, and 
that said appointment was upon his motion, and that he himself though mayor, was 
elected town clerk in the same year upon the death of his brother ; that the office 
of pilot is worth about 20/. per year, that he sold it for eighty pounds when his 
son grew up; that his son signed a resignation, and he recommended Mr. Goff to 
the council, having received 80/. from him, and the council appointed said Goff' 
pilot ; that he employed Henry Constable to act as pilot during the time his son 
had the said office, and there were no complaints against him ; that he got 3 s. 4 d. 
from every ship, but the pilot took what he could get and made the best bargain he 
could for himself ; that there are several unskilful persons who acted as pilots, that 
he apprehended the person appointed pilot by the corporation, was entitled to the 
said 35. 4 d. from every ship going downwards ; that the pilotage upwards, together 
with Scattery Islands, was demised by the corporation, and that every ship pays 
for the same 3*. 4 d. 

Your Committee find an entry in the corporation books, dated the twentieth of 
February one thousand seven hundred and forty-seven, by which it appears, that 
the lands of Laltulla were then in lease to Hester Monsel for a term of years, three 
of which were to run from the twenty-fifth of March next ensuing the date of the 
270, C said 
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said entry j and that an arrear of 50 1. was due thereout, and that it was ordered by 
the said common council, that alderman Arthur Roche, to whom a reversionary 
lease of said premises was granted, should treat with such person as was entitled 
to said interest upon such terms as he should think fit, and that he should be em- 
powered to accept of the surrender, and to give a receipt in full for all arrears of 
rent to twenty-fifth of March following ; and that the said Arthur Roche should 
hold the said lands for the said term of three years, at the same rent which was 
reserved upon the whole lease ; and the said Arthur Roche being further examined 
said, be believed, he accordingly received a surrender of the said lands of Latulla' 
that he forgave the arrear of rent due from the former tenant to the corporation' 
that he ..did not pay any thing for the said surrender, that he never paid any part 
of the said rent during the said three years, that he believed the said rent was 12/. 
per year, that the town clerk’s office is annual, but they are generally continued if 
they behave well, that they are approved of annually by the privy council, that he 
has made a hundred pounds a year of said office, that he sold the said office to 
Mr. Hallam for 400 /. and he believed that no citizen of Limerick could now get a 
lucrative office without his consent, or any person be admitted an alderman, burgess 
or freeman of the said city, without his consent, that his influence proceeds from 
the friendship which the people of the city had for him ; that upon complaints he 
several times ordered the toll-gatherers to refund the money they had taken, but 
never otherwise punished them ; he also said, that part of the 2,000/. borrowed 
upon the mortgage of the salmon wier was applied to discharge the expenses of a 
suit relative to the mayoralty, which were incurred subsequent to the raisin" the 
said 2,000/. ; he said likewise, he was present at the Pye Powder Court herein- 
atler mentioned, and joined in the proceedings of the said court. 



The Reverend Dean Massy being examined, said, That Dr. Jeremiah Hall by his 
will left an estate in houses of the value of above 200/. a year to three trustees 
lor several charitable uses mentioned in his will, that he appointed the bishop, the 
dean, the mayor, sheriffs and recorder for the time being, overseers of the charity ; 
that the mayoralty house is part of the estate belonging to the charity, and is sub- 
ject to a rent of 32*. 10 d. that in seventeen hundred and forty-nine, there were 
lour years rent due to the poor, that he applied frequently to the chamberlain to 
pay the said arrear, but he told him he was already considerably in advance to the 
corporation, and could not pay it, that he offered to advance as much as was then 
necessary to support the poor, provided the chamberlain would promise to pay it 
nr a reasonable time ; that Mr. Nison, the heir of the surviving trustees, was made 
acquainted with the affair, and an ejectment was brought in his name for non-payment 
of rent, the record was carried down to be hied in Spring assizes, seventeen hundred 
and forty-nine, a jury was impannelled, and the agent for the corporation challenged 
every freeholder who was a freeman, so that no trial could be had; that on the 
nineteenth day of May, seventeen hundred and forty-nine, the council made an order 
for raising 2,000 1 . by mortgage on the salmon wier, and immediately on the same 
day proceeded from the council chamber to thecourt house, that be and several of the 
freemen followed them, that they were scarce seated when he and the freemen got 
into thecourt, that they rose up immediately and said, all agreed, all agreed; thathe 
the Dean declared his dissent in his own name and in the name of his fellow citizens 
to any thing which might be done in that pretended court, because no due notice 
was given of holding said court, and because the common speaker was absent; 
alderman Ingram declared the mayor was common speaker, and that he was pre- 
sent, that he the Dean replied that there was an end to their liberties, and so the 
assembly broke up; that Mr. Maunsell would not lend his money upon such secu- 
nties, that he on behalf of the citizens proposed to Mr. Jones the mayor, and to 
f , , t0 J om ln raising the money, provided they would show it was really 

an an jure due fi om the corporation, and also proposed to confirm the leases which 
nau been made by the council, provided they would restore the citizens to their 
, 1 v P j lV! l? ges , uride1 ' thelr barters, redress the grievances under which 
S tha ? * he y rejected his proposal with scorn, that the grievances under 

r m‘ zens la J oured “ 08 % at that time were as follow; the unequal quar- 
„ ® so™ 61 ' 8 the rating some particular citizens in an extraordinary manner 

abuse nftk °* lelS ’ es P ecl a% such, as dared to complain of their grievances, their 
he Inmrino t ITT granted them by the Lamp Act — the not paying the poor widows 
belonging to the almshouse, and turning them entirely out of the almshouse— the 

exorbitant 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




OF FREEMEN OF LIMERICK, &c. (1761.) 11 

exorbitant tolls exacted at the gates, markets and quay— and the filth and dirt 
permitted to lie in the streets, lanes, quays and docks ; that he has been frequently 
present when complaints have been made to the several magistrates upon account of 
the exorbitant demands for toll and gateage ; that in the year seventeen hundred and 
forty, and from thence to seventeen hundred and forty-five, complaints were gene- 
rally redressed, but from that time to the present, he never heard of any one person 
being redressed ; that the linen-board granted to the corporation a spinning school, 
and a number of wheels, reels and looms, that the council turned the widows out 
of the almshouse, and set up the looms there, how long they continued there he 
could not say, or what became of them, but heard they were permitted to go to 
rack ; that the council made a lease of part of the almshouse and garden thereunto - 
belonging, to Mr. Richard Vincent, burgess, that he is well assured that the alms- 
house and garden were the scite of the church and church-yard of St. Nicholas, and 
when that parish was united to St. Mary’s, one of his predecessors granted it to 
the corporation for an almshouse, which was built at the expense of the corporation 
and several charitable benefactions ; that he is confirmed in this opinion, because 
the Dean used to reserve two rooms, and also the garden, for two widows of his 
appointment; that he frequently applied to the chamberlain for the 20 1 . a year 
which the corporation ought to pay for the support of the Blue-school, but he re- 
fused to pay it, alleging he was in advance for the corporation 600/. that the 
Blue-school is not now subsisting ; that in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and forty-five or one thousand seven hundred and forty-six, he applied to several 
members of the council, and particularly to Arthur Roche, for a small strip of 
ground belonging to the corporation, to which he proposed adding a little of the 
Deanery ground which was adjoining to it, in order to build a school-house on it, 
and Mr. Roche declared while he lived he never would consent that an inch of the 
corporation ground should be set until it was out of lease, and that then it should 
be set up to cant in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, that every freeman should have 
an opportunity of bidding for his own convenience ; that the old lease of the said 
strip of ground expired soon after, and the said Roche took a fee-farm lease of said 
ground, with several others for his own use, from the mayor and common-council; 
that he believed Arthur Roche was mayor in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and forty-three, and that he acted very honestly and uprightly in that year ; that 
he believed most of the bad regulations in the city, since the year one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-five, have been owing to the making the said several 
leases, and the raising said two thousand pounds. 

Your Committee find, that a petition was preferred to the House of Commons 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and twenty-three, in the name of John 
Hickie and others, in behalf of themselves and several farmers of the counties of 
Clare , Limerick , and Kerry, complaining of several abuses in the collection of 
the duties of gateage and tolls in the city of Limerick, and that the same was 
ordered to be heard at the bar of the House, and after several proceedings thereon, 
it was mutually agreed between the petitioners and the corporation of the city of 
Limerick , that the matter of complaint should be referred to and determined by the 
right honourable Sir Ralph Gore, Baronet, Chancellor of His Majesty’s Court of Ex- 
chequer, the honourable Thomas Marlay, esquire, his Majesty’s Solicitor General, and 
Francis Bernard, esquire ; and the said referees accordingly examined into the said 
several matters in the presence of the several persons concerned, and awarded that 
the several duties specified in a schedule annexed to their said award, and no greater 
customs, duties or tolls should for the future be collected or paid for or on account 
of the several commodities and particulars therein specified ; and the said several 
parties acquiesced in the said determination, and agreed that the said schedule or 
docket, signed and sealed by the said referees, should be lodged in the hands of 
the .clerk of the House of Commons, and should be confirmed under the seal of the 
corporation, to the intent that the merchants and farmers might know what they 
were to pay, and the corporation what was to be received ; and the said original 
award and agreement now remain in the hands of your clerk. And your Committee 
find, that by the said schedule the toll to be taken out of a Winchester barrel of 
corn containing four bushels, was to be an ale quart. Your Committee find in the 
corporation books, a schedule of the ingate customs, which differs only in a few 
particulars and .of little consequence, from the said schedule annexed to the said 
award. And your Committee find in the corporation books, immediately after the 
270. said 
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said schedule, an entry, dated the thirteenth of October one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seven, whereby it is ordered, that the customs of the gates of the said 
city shall be collected by the said schedule lor all goods brought into the said city 
and no other, nor in any other manner, it being according to the ancient custom 
and that true copies of said schedule should be put up in the several public places 
of the city, to inform the inhabitants and others what customs and duties they 
were to pay for the future. ^ 

Alderman Andrew Shepherd , who attended as agent on the part of the mayor 
and common council, laid before your Committee a printed paper, which is here- 
unto annexed, and which he said contained the schedules according to which the 
tolls of the gates, and in the markets of the city, have been collected for several 
years past. And your Committee find, that the said paper contains the said sche- 
dule agreed upon in the year one thousand seven hundred and twenty-three, and 
also an additional schedule ; and your Committee find at the bottom of the said 
paper the following words : “ Any thing herein omitted, the custom to be regulated 
“ by the mayor for the time being.” 



Your Committee find, that several disputes having arisen between the inhabitants 
and the toll-gatherers of the city, concerning the tolls of commodities mentioned in the 
said additional schedule, and several commodities not included in either of the said 
schedules, an agreement in writing was entered into between Arthur Roche, mayor 
of the said city, and John Vincent, chamberlain, and several of the said citizens, 
which bears date the fourth of September one thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
one, whereby it was agreed, that all the disputed tolls and duties should be collected 
and accounted for weekly, upon oath before the said John Vincent, and deposited 
with him, and to remain in his hands until the right of the corporation to such tolls 
and duties should be determined in a course of justice, and the said John Vincent 
thereby engaged to keep the said sums in his hands until the right to the same 
should be determined as aforesaid. 



\ our Committee find an entry in the council books, wherein the act of the 
thirty- first of his late Majesty, directing that the toll of all grain should be taken by 
weight, and not by measure, is recited, and wherein it is also recited, that the toll 
of coin hath hitherto been taken in the market of the city by measure being an ale 
quart for each Winchester Barrel containing four bushels, and that it was then 
become necessary to adjust the weight of the toll of corn and grain to be taken in 
the market, and an experiment had been made for the purpose ; It was therefore 
ordered and directed, that the toll-gatherers should for the future collect and take 
out of every barrel of wheat containing four bushels, one pound nine ounces, and 
out ot every of the like barrel of oats, fifteen ounces, and that proper weights and 
scales should be prepared for the purpose. 

John Gecran being examined, said, He farmed Thomond Gale, and the tolls of 
the market last year and the year before, that Thomas Ward and John Glynn were 
his partners, that in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine alderman 
rrancis aarjent was mayor, and that at the . cant of the gates and markets in the 
court of D Oyer Hundred the mayor sent for the sheebeen, which is a measure for 
taking the toll of corn, that he ordered as much wheat as it contained to be weighed, 
and it produced three pounds twelve ounces, that lie then declared, that three pounds 
twelve ounces were to be taken out of every Bristol barrel or four bushels of wheat, 
that the other magistrates present said, it was all right, that accordingly he and his 
other partners took three pounds twelve ounces during that year out of every Bristol 
barrel of wheat, and that they took out of all other com the sheebeen, which held, as 
he believed about two quarts. That at the last court of D’Oyer Hundred, at the 
canting of the talk, Arthur Roche, who was then mayor, directed that the tolls 
siou e taken as the year before, that he accordingly took the tolls in the same 
n annei loi three quarters of the said year, but was stopped during the last quarter, 
Jfh.™ i 0 rd r e . d n y t ,e T ym t0 take the to11 of wheat by weight, but not of 
not r"’ tdat wl ' eat , 01ll y was weighed in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, and 
not any other grain j that he gave directions to Thomas O’Hallam, pewterer, to 

shethem le w, S n e ^ 4 h ° ld three P on l> ds twelve ounces, which the old 
made use of in'll? 01 ’ old sheebeen which was the same which was 

made use of in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, and that the mayor finding the con- 

tents 
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tents of it would not weigh three pounds twelve ounces, sent for more wheat and 
put into the scale, as much as made up three pounds twelve ounces, and said, that 
was the weight to be taken ; that the mayor did not direct him to get a new shee- 
been made, that he took the toll of wheat only by the new sheebeen, but of all 
other corn by the old sheebeen, and that he took the tolls of wheat in the presence 
of the clerk of the market and of the mayor. 

Thomas Ward being examined, agreed in every particular with John Geeran in 
his testimony, and likewise said, That he took at the gates 2 d. a piece for dead pigs 
that is 1 d. for the gate and 1 d. for the market, that he took the same on all other 
days as well as market-days; that the brewers paid for gateage 20 s. a year from the 
suburbs to the city ; that a basket of five or six pounds of butter paid 1 d. upon every 
market-day, and a halfpenny on every other day ; that as to goods not contained in 
either of the schedules, they rated them according to the size and value, generally 
about 4 d. a horse load, that he received said tolls by the directions of the mayor 
for the time being, that he rated said goods according to his own discretion, there 
being no set rule to go by, that he was several times summoned before the mayor 
for demanding too much for things not contained in either of the schedules, and that 
the mayor generally determined in his favour. 

John Geeran being again examined, said, He lately saw Mr. John Smith, clerk of 
the market, take the sheebeen measure out of oats, barley, and potatoes. 

John Smith , burgess, being examined, said, He was appointed to inspect the 
collection of the tolls and customs by the common council without any salary ; that 
he has collected the tolls for commodities comprized in the schedules according to 
the schedules, and for the commodities that are not comprized in the schedules ac- 
cording to antient custom ; that the articles not comprized in the schedules are. so 
many lie cannot recollect them ; that there are no certain rules of custom except for 
some particular things, that he has been but a short time concerned in the tolls, that 
he collected them by servants, and did not know what the antient tolls were, that he 
believed the toll-gatherers had taken for dead pigs upon market days 2 d. but that since 
he has been concerned they have taken only one halfpenny; that he was appointed 
by the mayor about two months ago to inspect the whole, and to receive the tolls at 
John's Gate, that he never received three pounds twelve ounces out of a Bristol 
barrel of wheat, nor did any other person by his directions, but believed other per- 
sons did ; that he stopped Glinn from receiving three pounds twelve ounces, that 
he got a Winchester quart and weighed the contents, and took according to the 
weight, which as to wheat was two pounds one or two ounces ; that to prevent de- 
lays he took toll by the Winchester measure, and not by weight, though he believed 
he was present in council when the order was made to take by weight ; that he was 
clerk of the market, and believed it was his duty to rectify any abuses in the collection 
of the tolls ; that he heard it complained of that the persons appointed to weigh the 
corn refused to weigh more than one bag at a time, and believed it was done in 
order to raise the expense of weighing ; that he was bound for one Carthy who 
farmed the tolls, and that they were taken in that man’s name and his; that the 
shambles have been well regulated by him according to the best of his skill, that the 
mayors have gone to the markets regularly, that the assize of the bread was the 
same the whole last year, there being no considerable variation in the price of corn ; 
that he has a salary of 25/. a year as clerk of the markets, that he was not sworn as 
clerk of the market, that the streets have been kept cleaner these six years past 
than ever they were ; that he is a scavenger at 60/. a year for the Irish town only, 
and received the whole of that salary ; that Mr. Hallam has a salary of 82/. a year 
as scavenger for the English town ; that he had by his own authority set the custom 
of turf at Pemiyzvell road, at the Quay, and at Mardyke, for a year, that the notes 
for the same are payable quarterly, and to the chamberlain ; that he had no autho- 
rity but from the council; that he believed the custom for turf had been for some 
time not taken at the quay ; that he took the Winchester quart out of oats ; that 
the back-lanes are not kept clean. 

John Smith being further examined, admitted he had notice of the said agree- 
ment of the fourth of September one thousand seven hundred and sixty-one, and 
that he never accounted with any person upon oath, or otherwise, for the tolls he 
had received ; that in about a week or ten days after the said agreement, lie 
tendered the whole money he received to Mr. John Vincent, and he directed him 

270. . D to 
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to pay the same to Mr. Edward Tierney, in part payment of James Foot’s bond 
who was one of the farmers of the gates, which he accordingly did ; that James 
Foot, about five weeks before his last quarter expired, had been disturbed in the 
receipt of the tolls, and thereupon gave them up to the mayor, and said, he would 
be no longer concerned ; that Mi*. Vincent hail passed Foot’s bond to Mr. Tiernev 
and directed him to pay the said money to Mr. Tierney in part discharge of said 
bond, as also such future sums he should receive, and that he accordingly paid all 
he had received to Mr. Tierney, but that he took no receipts for the same, the said 
payments being indorsed upon the said bond, that no separate accounts of said 
disputed tolls, had been kept by him or any other person to his knowledge. 

Mr. John Vincent being examined, as to this point admitted, that the above 
writing had been executed by him, that he did not recollect that Mr. John Smyth 
ever offered to account with him for, or pay him any part of the said money ■ 
that Mr. Smyth did offer to pay him some money, which lie took to be money col- 
lected at the gates, which was not comprized in the said agreement, that said 
tender was made to him about a fortnight after the said agreement; that Mr. 
Smyth asked him, who had James Foot’s bond, he answered, it it was John’s Gate 
bond, it was Edward Tierney, Mr. Smyth then told him lie had some money to pay 
for it, upon which he desired him to go and pay it to the person who had the bond • 
that he did not recollect that there was any other conversation between them or 
that he ever directed him to pay the future receipts in discharge of said bond, if he 
had asked him whether he should pay the future receipts in discharge of said 'bond, 
he would have directed him to do so, except such part of the money as was in- 
cluded in the said agreement. That the Saturday after he signed the said agree- 
ment, he asked Mr. Smyth, if there was any money to be paid him according to°said 
agreement, he answered, that the men were taking up an account of it, which he 
would bring him in a day or two,- that in a very few days after, he brought some 
men with him, and said, it was to give him that account ; that the men took out 
some papers which he could make nothing of, that he directed them how to make 
up the account and to swear to it ; they said, they would, but he did not remember 
he ever saw them alter ; that Mr. Smyth never made up any account with him con- 
cerning that money, and that he never after applied to Mr. Smvth for the purpose 
or to get any part of said money from him. 



Mv.John Maunsell being examined, said, He was employed by the mayor and 
council, as scavenger of the Irish Town for a year, from the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember one thousand seven hundred and fifty, to the twenty-ninth of September one 
“ SGVeU hu 1 ndr ? 1 and at 35 /• salary, that he executed that office 

outer than ever it has been executed since, except the year following; that he never 
had been paid one farthing of said salary, that he applied to Arthur Roche once to 
e paid, lie desired lum to apply to the chamberlain, which he did, and lie pro- 
mised that lie should be paid the Monday after Michaelmas; that he has applied 
to the said chamberlain in the same manner every year since, that lie has received the 
same answer, and never has been paid any part of the said sum ; that the streets 
and anes ot the city have for these six years past, been kept in very bad order ; 
that he was present at a conversation between Mr. John Smyth and Mr. O’Donnell, 
coneermng the tolls at the markets; that Mr. O’Domiell said, he was surprized, 
that Mi. Smyth wou d take any more toll than what was warranted by the parlia- 
mentary schedule, that Mr. Smyth answered, that he would take three pounds 
twelve ounces out of every twenty stones weight of wheat. 

J°hn O'Donnell being examined, confirmed the above account as to the conversa- 
rnmrp- 'I 6611 ! 11 ' 1 * and i ant * said. He saw the said Smyth after the said 

ls '.^ between them, take three pounds twelve ounces out of every twenty 
°!V vbeat the market; that the back lanes of the City have been 
f ,S„7. u ^ paSSable foi ’ slx y ears last past, and that the streets have been kept very 
H n/lL 5i V0 ' pen f e hasbeen taken 118 toll and gateage for every live and dead pig, 
ordpvprl th* ?°?iP laints 01 u t0 the mayor ; that upon the first complaint, the mayor 
dlv .mn! Jf tl| a l fpenC u t0 ^ b f retumed > and said, he would consult council the next 
w1vLk P ’ | la ° n tbe ^ ptb dune one thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine, 
John’s r a l a k .°c tW ° R lt er J Edmond Fennel summoned the custom manat 
nence parly Vw? 6 ? aybe ’. wbo was then mayor, for taking from him two- 

P , 1 the toll of fifty pigs; that the said mayor refused to order the 

money 
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money to be returned, alleging he was not to be governed by the schedule or him ; 
that he was refused by the mayor and town clerk permission to inspect the corpora- 
tion books, though he applied for the same, at the desire of a great body of the citizens, 
and though he is a freeman of the said city ; that he made a complaint to Arthur Roche 
when mayor, that the toll-gatherers took from a poor woman for seven pounds of 
fresh butter one-halfpenny gateage, and one halfpenny standing ; that the mayor re- 
fused to redress the complaint, declaring it was no more than the just toll ; that he 
was in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, on the nineteenth of October last, that the 
mayor was required to put the question upon several resolutions which had passed 
the council, and particularly the vote of credit, but the mayor refused, and likewise 
refused to let a common speaker be chosen, that the lands let to Arthur Roche by 
the corporation, are worth 300/. a year ; the lands demised to Mr Ingram, were 
worth at the time of the demise 70 1 . a year; that Partem causeway is a bail 
causeway, that the tide at springs overflows it, and it is dangerous ; that he has 
heard and believes that the lands granted by theEarl of Thomond for keeping said 
causeway in repair, contain about forty acres ; that they are about a quarter of a 
mile distant from the city of Limerick , and are worth two guineas an acre. 

Alderman Francis Saijent being examined, said, He was mayor for the year 
commencing Michaelmas one thousand seven hundred and fifty-nine, that at the 
canting at the gates and tolls, the deputy clerk of the markets, John Smyth, gave him 
a paper, which he said he got from his predecessor, Mr. Baylie, giving an account 
of the weight to be taken out of each quarter or Limerick barrel of corn, upon which 
(he said) he read the paper, but being asked by your Committee, whether he had 
the paper, he said he had it not, that he lost it upon removing out of the mayoralty 
house; that when he read the paper aloud in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, he de- 
clared that three pounds twelve ounces was to be taken out of each quarter of 
wheat; that he did not recollect what quantity he directed to be taken out of any other 
kind of grain ; that he believed he was asked whether it was out of the Bristol or 
Winchester barrel, and he answered that it was out of the Limerick barrel or quarter; 
that he did not recollect that any thing farther passed upon the subject, but after- 
wards he said he did recollect, that to the best of his memory he told them, that the 
toll of the gate was one halfpenny for every twenty stone of wheat, and that he was 
informed that if a bag weighed thirty stones, it should pay three farthings; that there 
were scales brought into the court 'of D’Oyer Hundred, he believed by his direc- 
tions, but he did not remember whether lie gave such directions before he went 
into court or alter, or who brought said scales into court, that he believed, he by the 
advice of the clerk of the markets, directed some wheat to be brought into court, 
and that such advice was given to him before he came into court, that he directed 
three pounds twelve ounces of wheat to be weighed in the court, that he did not 
understand the subject, but was entirely directed by the clerk of the markets, that he 
had no reason whatsoever to direct three pounds twelve ounces of wheat to be 
weighed in court, being entirely ignorant of the subject, but that Mr. Smyth, the 
clerk of the markets, desired him to do it ; that he had the paper which he read in 
the court house, pinned up in his office in the mayoralty house, that he was positive 
he read it once after he left the court-house, but was not that he read it more than 
once, that he believed he might have read it several times, but did not recollect that 
he did, that he did not recollect upon what occasion or for what purpose he read it, 
or at what time he read it, except that it was during the time he was in the mayor- 
alty house, that he believed that the toll-gatherers took three pounds twelve ounces 
out of each Bristol barrel of wheat, but no complaint was made of it to him during 
his mayoralty ; that the mayor for the time being, is clerk of the markets, that 
Mr. John Smyth has been for several years last past deputy clerk of the markets* 
that he believed there have been great frauds committed in the markets, that he 
visited the meat-market every week, that he has often seen blown meat exposed to 
sale there, and also good meat; that he never saw veal there that was not blown, 
that he believed there has been some blown meat in the market every day in the 
year, but that during his mayoralty, he seized or cut all that was blown, that he had 
argued with the deputy clerk of the markets, insisting upon it that meat was blown, 
and he insisted it was not ; that he believed the deputy clerk of the market did not 
do his duty in taking up blown meat, that he did not believe either the late mayor 
or. his deputy did their duty as clerks of the market, that he could not say as to his 
knowledge or belief, whether the assize of bread was varied during the last mayor- 
alty, but believed there was a variation of one penny a stone in the price of wheat 
270. durin g 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




iG (Ireland.) REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS 

during, that. time, that the streets and lanes, except one, had been kept very dirty, 
that the market house and tholsel are in a bad condition, that the court house, is 
down, that the gaol is not fit to hold prisoners, that large sums have been raised on 
the public for rebuilding it, that he saw the late mayor in the market but once 
during Ijis mayoralty, that he believed 2d. had been taken for toll and custom for 
liye pigs, that there was a suit commenced about one of them, and he believed the 
: expense of the suit was borne by the council out of the city revenue, that the piazza 
Upper the gaol is turned to a stable, that the present post-office was, as he heard 
and ' beijeved, part of the almshouse, and that part of the ground belonging to the 
almgpduse had been set to Richard Vincent by the council, and he said lie believed 
it, \yis above twenty years since the estate of the corporation had been peram- 
bulated. 

Thomas Alley, vintner, being examined, said, He was present in the court of 
D^Pyer Hundred when the gates and markets were canted in the mayoralty of 
alderman Francis Sarjeut, that he heard Mr. Sarjent publicly in the said court di- 
rect the, toll-gatherers to take three pounds twelve ounces out of every twenty stones 
weight of wheat, and so in proportion out of every other grain; that he heard Mr. 
John Smith give the same directions, that he heard the mayor and Mr. Smith de- 
clare that they would support the toll-gatherers in taking such tolls, and said that 
the toll-gatherers had not taken their due for some time before, he also said that 63 /. 
was raised upon the public for repairing the court-house a little before it was pulled 
down, that 60/. was raised upon the public for bringing water from Moncgelagh bog, 
and it was applied in draining said bog, which belongs to Arthur Roche, and turning 
the said water from the city. 

Mitchell Bcnnis, sadler, being examined, said, He was present at the time the 
gates, and markets were canted in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, when Alderman 
Francis Sarjent was mayor, that he heard the mayor direct that three pounds twelve 
ounces should be taken out of every Winchester barrel of wheat, that the mayor and 
Mr. Smith declared, that the custom men had not taken their due, and directed 
them to take as above, that he tried the weight of the contents of the sheebeen, and 
it weighed three pounds twelve ounces, that the sheebeen was always used for the 
Bristol, barrel, and not for the large barrel, and the said Mitchell Bennis produced 
to your Committee a sheebeen which he said he often saw made use of in the mar- 
ket of Limerick, (and the contents of it in wheat were weighed strike measure before 
your' Committee, and the same weighed four pounds two ounces) that the said mea- 
sure was taken out of a Bristol barrel, and better than strike measure, that the toll 
of oats and bailey was taken by the same measure, that he was pretty often in the 
markets, that he saw them take the toll in that manner about three months ago and 
about two years before, that from the time that alderman Francis Sarjent was 
mayor, that the toll-gatherers likewise made use of a copper sheebeen of nearly the 
same size, for he measured both, that the copper one was rather less when the 
measure was struck, but more when heaped, which was their method of taking the 
toll, as it had a larger and wider mouth. 

Mr. Hercules Browning being examined, said, He saw the same kind of measure 
taken mostly heaped out of each bag of wheat, which bag usually held the Bristol 
barrel ; that he saw the toll-gatherers take it one day out of twenty bags, that he- saw 
the same done about three months ago. 

Several other witnesses were examined before your Committee, who proved that 
the streets and back lanes of the city have been kept in a very dirty bad condition, 
that the court-house is down, that the tholsel is in a dangerous condition, that the 
gaol is not fit for the reception of prisoners, that the market house has been a con- 
siderable time in a very bad condition, and that there is generally a considerable 
quantity of bad meat in the markets; but alderman Andrew Shepherd, who appeared 
and acted as agent before your Committee, for the mayor and common council/ in 
order to save your Committee the trouble of examining any other witnesses to the 
proof of the said facts, admitted that the same were all true. 

Mr. John Jackson being examined, said, He was in the court of D’Oyer Hundred, 
when Alderman Francis Sargent, (who was then mayor) and. John ‘Smjtb r dinacted 
the toll-gatherers to take put bf each Winchester barrel of wheat three pounds tivqJy^ 
^uncesf; . that he had sb'eH'&T^ge l 'ahG a small sheebeen made use of in the m'rakets, 
That he once objected to the large sheebeeh, which held above three quarts, that the 
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toll gatherer immediately put it under his coat and ran away; that he is a quaker 
and was a shopkeeper, that he had eight soldiers quartered on him by alderman 
Andrew Shepherd at the time he was mayor, that he applied to the said mayor for 
redress, and the mayor told him, if he did not like it, he would send more to him; 
that there were at that time only a company and an half to be quartered, that the 
soldiers told him they were taken out of the barrack in order to be quartered on him, 
that he imagined the mayor quartered said soldiers upon him out of ill-will, for his 
not being satisfied with his the said mayor’s determination in a case which he brought 
before him ; that he believed there was room to spare at that time in the barracks, 
and that the same men are often quartered at the same time upon different persons, 
but said he did not believe it was the fault of the magistrate. Aldermen Shepherd 
having desired that the said witness might be asked whether he had determined the 
said case honestly, the witness answered he believed he had not. 

John Bourke having been examined, said, He was employed under Thomas 
Farquhar who farmed the scales, that he saw a sheebeen which held two ale quarts 
made use of in the markets, that he measured it himself and carried it to alderman 
Francis Sargent, who was then mayor, and showed it to him, that the mayor took 
it from him, and told him they must not take by measure but by weight, that the 
next morning a large pair of scales were sent to the gate, and seven pounds, in order 
to take that weight out of every two bags, 'which contained two Bristol barrels; that 
he saw the toll taken accordingly, that he told the mayor the name of the person who 
made use of the large sheebeen, that he never heard that the mayor punished him ; 
that when Arthur Roche was last mayor, he saw a large sheebeen, which they called 
a pudding-pan made use of by the toll-gatherers, he believed the same contained 
three quarts, that he saw them take toll by it, that he complained to the mayor, and 
the mayor said nothing to him. 

James Foot being examined, said, He farmed the gates for five or six years, that he 
collected the tolls according to the two printed schedules, except for slaughtered 
pigs, for which one penny gateage and one penny for the markets w r ere received ; 
that he never took the toll of any goods as dry goods ; that he lately demanded for 
the custom of two horse-loads of scythes and reaping-hooks belonging to 
Mr. O’Sullivan, at the rate of one penny per dozen, but cannot recollect how much 
the same amounted to ; that there have been several complaints for several years 
past of the exorbitant tolls taken at the gates and in the markets, that when any 
person complained to the mayor, and particularly to Arthur Roche, he was always 
redressed ; that said Roche rather leaned upon the toll-gatherer than the farmer, 
that said Roche and he farmed the gate of the Irish Town for one year, that said 
Roche canted the gates in order to raise the tolls, that he gave him directions to be 
very exact, that there should be no complaints ; that he gave up the customs last 
year as three parts of what used to be allowed were cut off by the said Roche, who 
was mayor ; that the former customs were taken by him by directions of the 
magistrates, that in the year said Roche was concerned in the tolls, there was an 
abatement made him of between sixty and seventy pounds on account of the camp; 
that such abatement was not made him by any order of the council, but the mayor 
and several of the council ordered his bonds to be delivered up j that said Roche 
was a magistrate of the city during the year he was concerned in the tolls, that he 
took one penny a horse-load for potatoes, but the mayor directed him to take only 
one half-penny, that he always before took one penny if he thought it contained a 
barrel. 

Paul O' Sullivan being examined, said, He was obliged to pay at the gates custom 
one penny a dozen for reaping hooks, that an ordinary horse carries from eighty to 
one hundred dozen, that he deals in groceries, that he paid formerly for each cask 
of sugar or molosses, let the size be what it might, four-pence, but has been obliged 
within these three or four years past to pay six-pence ; that soldiers have been 
quartered on him in great abundance when the barracks were full, and more than 
upon his neighbours ; that he had eight men quartered upon him for four months 
together, that a doctor’s mate was quartered upon him by Arthur Roche for 
fourteen months, and during that time he had twenty men quartered on him off and 
Ort, but not at bne time. 

Alderman John Wight being examined, said, That in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-one, when he w r as mayor, several merchants complained to 
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liidi of abuses in the collection of the tolls and duties on several articles not com- 
prised in the parliamentary schedule, but which they said were collected under the 
pretence of ancient custom and usage ; that they told him it would be very proper 
to have a select meeting of some of the corporation and some of the merchants, in 
order to fix the rates that should be paid upon articles not contained in the said sche- 
dule; that there was a meeting accordingly of half a dozen or half a score persons on 
each side, at the tavern, and they agreed upon the supplementary schedule, and 
desired it might be printed and posted up in all the public places, which was accord- 
ingly done by hini ; that he did not recollect who appointed said persons on behalf of 
the ‘ Corporation, but believed he did; that he did not recollect who appointed the 
merchants, that the merchants were John Roche, Pierce Arthur, John Creagh, 
Richard Harrold, all deceased, and John Kelly, who he believed was upwards of 
eighty years old that he could form no belief whether he was able to travel, that 
he could not say whether said schedule was approved of by the council, that the 
words at the bottom of the schedule were printed by his directions, that Parlcen 
causeway is in a safe though rough condition, that since his memory it had been 
kept in repair by the corporation, that it is the general received opinion that the lands 
of Monebrahar were granted to the corporation by one of the Earls of Thomond, 
for keeping said causeway in repair; that he is tenant to said lands, and believed 
they contained eighty-five acres; that his rent is 5 /. that he believed they are 
now worth two guineas an acre, that when he took the lease they were worth from 
one guinea to 30s. an acre, that at that time there was an arrear of rent due from 
him to the corporation, but he could not say how much it was, as lie had some 
demand on the corporation; that he laid out above 500/. in improving the said 
lands, that he held the same from one thousand seven hundred and twenty-four to 
one thousand seven hundred and forty-six, under a lease made to his father at 21 /. 
a year rent, that other lands which he now holds at 5 1. a year rent, were included 
in said lease ; that he pays now in the whole 10/. io.s. a year rent, that he did 
not recollect that he himself ever paid any rent out of said lands to the corporation, 
but believed his tenant Mr. Jessop paid for him 42/. to Mr. Vincent, about fifteen 
years ago; that he never made any payment under his present lease, that he had 
a large demand on the corporation for money due to his father, and some orders of 
council; that the account never was settled, nor did he ever apply to have it settled, 
nor was he ever applied to for the rent as he remembered ; that there have been 
many complaints made for some years past, and he believed justly, against the toll- 
gatherers, to the chief magistrate; that he himself did redress two women, and 
drove the toll-gatherers through the town at a cart’s tail ; that he never knew any 
magistrate refuse to redress any complaint, that the usual way of quartering soldiers 
is to put them first upon the brewers, inns, ale-sellers, butchers and bakers, and 
then upon the popish merchants and inhabitants ; that Mr. Graves had frequently 
officers quartered on him, but never soldiers, could not form a belief whether said 
Graves had persons quartered on him equally with others ; as to goods not men- 
tioned in either schedule, the toll was taken for them according to the antient cus- 
tom, and the mayor determined what that custom was ; that he could not name 
any one article, not included in the schedules, and say what ought to be paid for it 
by ancient custom ; that he did not know whether there was any certain settled 
rule for taking toll upon things not included in the schedules, nor did he know what 
any of those ancient customs were ; that when any thing of that sort came before 
him, he consulted the former mayor and the farmers of the revenue, and deter- 
mined according to their opinion ; that he did not believe there was any one person 
who had been mayor could tell what the custom was relative to any one article not 
contained in the schedules ; that he could not recollect that any of the public 
revenue had been laid out for twenty years past upon any public work, except repair- 
ing the market house and exchange. 

James M c Nemara , clerk to Richard Harrold, brewer and tanner, being examined, 
said, That raw hides, which were brought to his master’s house in the suburbs', paid 
toll, though they did not pass through the gates, and paid toll, again when going, 
into the city tanned ; that his master is obliged to pay, for every Bristol barrel of 
barley delivered at his house, two pounds five ounces, and likewise 20 s. a year for 
sending drink into the City; that an ale quart of barley weighs a pound ahd half 
an ounce ; and he laid an account before your Committee of the sums he said his 
master was obliged to pay for quartering of soldiers, from the fifst'of May one 
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thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, to the first of November one thousand 
seven hundred and sixty-one, which amounted to 48/. 18$. 6 d . ; and said, that 
his master was obliged to pay besides for men upon their march. 

The said Richard Harrold being examined, confirmed in every particular the 
said evidence given by his clerk ; and said, That there was a very partial distribution 
of soldiers in quarters, and that he had soldiers quartered on him during the time 
of the camp ; that he applied last year to Arthur Roche for redress, and he told 
him he could not help it for that time, but that for the remainder of the year fiq 
should have noue ; that in a little time after he had twelve men quartered on him, 
that he complained, but was not redressed. 

Mr. John Norris being examined, said, He was clerk to Mr. Harrold when he 
first erected his brewery ; that in one thousand seven hundred and thirty-four, or 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty-five, which was about four years after the 
toll-gatherers first demanded gateage for ale and beer, that a dispute arising there- 
upon, it was referred to Mr. Hasset the recorder, who reported that there was 
twenty shillings a year paid in Dublin for each dray, by brewers, upon which the 
toll-gatherers stopped Mr. Harrold’s dray, and he and Mr. Harrold’s servants forced 
into the gate, for which they were indicted at a private sessions; Mr. Harrold 
then submitted to pay twenty shillings a year, and believed he had paid it ever 
since ; that he had been a housekeeper for twenty-two years, and never heard that 
toll of turf was demanded at the quay till within these four or five years. 

Mr. William Maunsell , merchant, said, He farmed the tolls at the quay about fif- 
teen years ago, that no toll was taken at the quay during his time, for turf ; that 
he never heard at that time that the corporation had any right to it; that he would 
have taken it if he believed they had. 

Patrick Sexton, merchant, being examined, said, That he had four soldiers quar- 
tered on him for several months, during the time he was only a lodger, and had 
but one room in which he lay at night, and which other people made use of by 
day ; that in June one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven, during the time he 
had four men quartered on him, a serjeant brought him a billet from Arthur Roche, 
mayor, to quarter two serjeants, which he refused ; in a fortnight after, the same 
serjeant, attended by a mayor’s serjeant, demanded four shillings from him for the 
said two serjeants, and upon his refusing to pay it, the mayor’s serjeant summoned 
him before the mayor; the mayor asked him whether he would not pay the money, 
lie said he would not, and hoped his worship would consider of it, and think he 
was not obliged to quarter any man ; the mayor then said he would commit him to 
gaol, and immediately ordered a mayor’s serjeant to carry him to gaol, which he 
did, that he remained" there three quarters of an hour, that he believed that Ed- 
mond Sexton paid the money, and he was then released ; that the night before this 
transaction he had two serjeants more quartered on him, but he refused to take 
them ; that his landlord had also soldiers quartered on him. 

Chi'istophtr Meade being examined, said, He was a woollen draper, that he had 
officers as well as soldiers quartered upon him at different times for upwards often 
years past ; that he generally paid three shillings a week to each officer, and from 
ten-pence to thirteen pence for two soldiers ; that Mr. David Roche, when he was 
mayor, quartered one lieutenant Erskine upon him, at a time when he had four 
soldiers quartered upon him ; that he went to the mayor and showed him his billet 
for four soldiers, and requested that he would withdraw the officer ; the mayor said 
he could not avoid it, from the number then in town ; that he told the mayor 
it would be inconvenient for him to make up lodgings for an officer, but if he 
pleased he would provide for more soldiers in his place ; but the mayor insisted he 
should keep the officer, upon which he agreed with the officer to allow him 35. 3 c/. 
a week in lieu of his lodgings ; that immediately after the said agreement, the 
officer went to winter in Dublin, and remained there three or four months ; that 
upon his return to Limerick he demanded payment for the time he had been absent, 
that the witness told him if he had remained in Limerick , he would not have dis- 
pqted'jpdyipent w'ith him, upon which the officer said, though he was not in town 
hims^^.'E^^fiWhaye quarters for his luggage; that to end the matter, it was' 
agreed to submitted to the mayor; that they Went before the mayor, and he 
dieter minecl against thb witness, and he was obliged to pay the whole money to the 
' :u 2 i 7^ ; ' a ' officer. 
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officer; that there is no doubt but there is a great deal of partiality in quartering 
of soldiers in the city ; that the city rates were not equally apportioned upon the 
inhabitants before the late act ; that he used to be constantly rated two guineas 
when men in better circumstances were rated but a crown ; that since the late Act 
be has been rated only half a guinea ; that he knew of several other persons who 
were rated too high, and mentioned some of their names, that he believed the said 
several persons were not favourites of the Corporation ; that the streets have been 
very ill lighted tor six or seven years past; that he pays 4 d. a pack for woollen 
goods at the gates, and 2 d. a piece lor boxes, though on the same horse ; that he 
pays 6 toll for each boat of turf. 

John Jones, Barrack-master of Limerick, being examined, said. He had been in 
the said office since the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-eight; that he 
knew 'that the Government always paid for the lodgings of officers who had. not 
Woto'in the barracks ; that he did not know that any soldiers had been taken out 
ofthe barracks and quartered in the town. 

: Richard Pitt being examined, said, He was a distiller, and that lie had both 
officers and soldiers quartered on him by the several mayors ; that he. never was 
paid, any thing by any of the officers for quarters, except by two. 

Thomas Burke being examined, 3aid, tie followed no business except buyinv butter 
to sell again, that he has had officers quartered on him, that he was obliged to pay 
36s, at 4s. 4r/. a week for quartering a captain at a time when he had no room to 
put him in, that he offered him his own bed, but he refused it, that Mr. David 
Roche, the mayor, sent a serjeant to him, and ordered him to pay the money p that 
he complained to the mayor, but the mayor refused to redress him, and the officer 
was continued on him. 



> Mr. Thomas Roche being examined, said, He kept a cloth-shop, and that he had 
officers and soldiers quartered on him for several years past by the different mayors; 
that the officers and soldiers were quartered very unfairly, for that many of his neigh- 
bours who kept shops had none quartered on them ; that the last season in die 
mayoralty of Arthur Itoche he had two Serjeants of Sir Ralph Gore’s regiment 
quartered on him for six weeks by billets signed by the mayor, that lie saw one of 
said Serjeants paid by Mr. William Trant for being quartered on him during the 
same time, that Mr. Trant showed him the billet signed by the mayor, that he took 
no. notice of it at that time, but waited till the serjeant called on him .again when he 
refused to pay him, upon which the serjeant bullied, and swore he would lie in', his 
house, and drew his sword, but then went away ; that he soopafter returned with 
Halt a dozen soldiers, and said the mayor desired him to make his quarters good,, 
upon the witness s still refusing him entrance he went away, and soon after a mayor’s 
serjeant came to the witness to know why he did not. pay him, he then told the.ser- 
Jeant he would wait upon the mayor on the exchange, which he did, together with 
i™ 1 ? t ,e Sar -P nt , was 011 ‘! lc ^change before him. That he (the witness) 
told the whole affair to the mayor in the presence of several of the corporation, and 
desired to be sworn to the facts, and so did Mr. Trant, that the mayor said jt was a 
complaint rather to the commanding officer than to him, and that he was not re- 
dressed, but the serjeant followed, abused, and insulted him; that lie did not pay the 
money, the regiment being immediately after removed from Limerick, that lie has 
been rated most partially by the magistrates more than men of treble his fortune ; ■ 
; “f “ h “ 1 bcen rated, a* 10* when there was no more than 60 1. or 70 1, to be 
mise on tie parish of St. John a, that he has made frequent complaints tp the 
„ nag ‘ s ' rates ’ but never was redressed, that since the late Act, he had been rated only 

,hJ^f ' Greg0r b 1" g eXai ™ ned ’ said > He was a chandler, that he was rated by 

ikSSl rt 04 /!.* tlm °’ whenhe was not worth 10/. in the wofid, that 
the lates have not been fairly or equally apportioned. ...| , : 

Sa ' d ’ He WaS de P u ‘y water-bailiff) that, 'betook 
7i-6d. ou of every, ship that came to the quay, if the ships, remained.'at.tha.pool, 
y , also received outof.every ship 

fegM for the 6 3 £Xi ° Ut ° f bMt that bad a «»* & ***** d «ty 

1 ' ' '.v. f+lifg oi(J . . ....... 1 •' . , ,, ; 

in? , V * v ‘ ' 1 '' suit ^[d&fi’qan 
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: Alderman John Shepherd being examined, said, That in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty- seven, he offered in the public court of D 0 }'er Hundred 
for the lands of Labenomuck , which have been since set to Peter Sargent at 30/. a 
year, and that he was almost sure said lands were then set up to cant, otherwise he 
should have had no business to bid for the same. 

Your Committee find that by returns made to them from the quarter- master- 
general’s office, that there were no orders given by the government for quarterly 
any of His Majesty’s forces on the city of Limeridi during the year one thousand 
seven hundred and fifty- seven. 

Edmond Tierney , merchant, being examined, said, He remembered a court 
called the Pie-powder Court, held in the mayoralty of alderman John Ingram, that a 
ship called the Charming Kitty, the property of Andrew Kelly of London, 
came to Limerick , that she took in a cargo of suit there for Nmj mmdkmd, 
that she proceeded upon her voyage, but was put by stress of weather into Tralee, 
that she afterwards returned to Limerick , and on her arrival there, the seamen insisted 
on beiirt paid their wages, and applied for that purpose to Mr. Michael Tierney his 
father who was a relation of the owner; that he told them, as they had not per- 
formed the voyage, be did not think them strictly entitled to wages, upon which 
they went to Mr. Robert Hallani, an attorney, (who is the present town clerk,) 
that the said ship, or master, or both, were arrested by virtue of some process from 
the said Pie-powder Court, at which the mayor, Alderman Cripps, and Arthur 
Roche presided; that Mr. Hallam, or alderman Ingram, the then mayoiy (he 
could not recollect which) gave bis father a verbal notice, that a Pie-powder Court 
would be held the Monday following, that the notice, to the best ot his memory, 
was aiven on Saturday; that the whole demand of the five seamen who belonged 
to the said ship, was 35 L 12 s. (id. that he to avoid expense, recommended to his 
father to pay them their said demand, and that he, by the directions of his father, 
before the said Pie-powder Court, met pursuant to the said notice, tendered the said 
money to the said seamen, they said they would not receive it without the consent 
of their attorney, and paying what costs they had been at; that he asked how much 
they amounted to, they said, they would go for their attorney and bring him, winch 
they accordingly did ; that he demanded from forty to forty-six pounds cost upon 
which the witness offered to pay him six pounds cost and the debt, but he refused 
and the said Edmond Tierney laid before your Committee a copy of the proceedings of 
the said court, by which it appeared to your Committee, that on Monday the twenty- 
ninth day of February one thousand seven hundred and forty-seven, the plaintiffs 
declared upon ail attachment against John White the master of the said ship, and 
that the defendant was ordered to appear at the next adjournment ot the said court, 
which was to four o’clock on the same day; that at the said adjournment judgment 
was ffiven for the plaintiffs by default, and that the said court adjourned to the 
mominv of the next day, having directed a writ of inquiry ot damages to issue, and 
that on Wednesday molding the water bailiff returned the writ of inquiry of damages, 
and thereupon the said court on the same day gave judgment for the damages so 
returned ; that the whole amount of the sums, for which judgment was so given for 
the plaintiffs for principal and costs, wasllW. if)*. 5 i<l- though the original 
demand was no more than 35 /. I2i. 6 il. 

Your Committee find, That five several writs of fieri, facias, hearing date the second 
day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty-seven, issued out of the said 
court against the goods and chattels of the said John White, directed to Walter 
Parker, water bailiff of the Port of Limeridi, and returnable into the said court on 
, the third day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty-seven , and youi 
•' Committee find, that the said water bailiff; under colour of the said ™' s . ^ 
into his hands the said ship, called the Charming Kitty, wi th all her tackle, rigging 
and furniture, and set the same up to public cant ; the said 
i that life said ship was sold by cant lor i. 5 t to John Vincent ; chamberlain of he 
J<>aiyj* 5 ni«fe={iresence of the mayor, Alderman Cripps, and Arthur Rocne, though 
: “%ejiimself offered iii6t if the gentlemen upon the bench would warrant .1 he i^salc 
v uthafhe. believed- the said. Mr. Vincent purchased the said ship upon he sa cant .1 
trust for the corporation; that the said ship was sold at an under value 
c^elkvsd the recorder was not present at the said Pie-powder Court, that the ship 
'270. 1 
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WaS felftelr Wards delivered dp tb a person in trust for the owner* Vipoh paying the sum 
of i 15 /. td the tvatfer bailiff, and that the Surplus never was returned : And the said 
Edmond Tierney laid before your Committee the original bill of sale of the said ship 
Under the hand and seal of the said Waller Parker, water- btii lift’ in consideration of 
the sum of 115/. which he thereby acknowledged to have received,- Your Com- 
mittee find, that by the charter of king James the first to the city of Limerick 
an Admiralty jurisdiction is granted to the mayor, sheriffs, and citizens of the said 
City, and an Admiralty Court erected, to be held before the mayor, recorder and 
aldermen for the tine being, or any three or more of them, of whom the said 
mayor and recorder are always to be two ; your Committee find, that by the oath 
of the mayor of the said corporation, he swears, that he will minister equal justice 
as Well to the ptibV as to the rich, and that he will well, irlily, and diligently CxeCutc 
thb 'office Of clefk of the Ml’kets within the said City mid the liberties thereof, and 
that the chamhCrlftin bf the said City, by his oath swears, that he will well and’ truly 
s&Wethe mayor, sheriffs, and citizens of the City in the office of elnimberluih or 
general receiver of the City, and that he will thel-ein do tight to all nVohner of people 
both poor aild rich, and that he will truly and duly collect the ihohey ddfe Of belotifi- 
ifig to the corporation, and that he will safely keep the same, anil have the same 
always in readiness to the ufeb and order of the said corporation, anti that he Will 
iidt Waste the same, and that he will iiiake true account thereof as often as life shall 
be thereunto required Without Concealment. 



\bur Committee find, That by the said accounts so retd riled by the said Joint 
Vincebt, lie charges himself as having received out of the estate of the corporatibn 
aha for the tells at tile gates and in the markets, to and for the twbnty-ninth ot 
September one thousand seyen hundred and forty-eight, thfe Slim of 10,(177/; ib.i. 3d 
and he thereby returns tile tenants of the corporation in arrear to and for the said 
tvvehty-niilth day of Septeihber ohe thousand seven hundred Arid forty-eight* 
2,010/. 5.?. 6d. and by the said accounts, the said John Vinceht takes credit lor 
sCy&ral sums as paid by him to the said time, amounting to lb, 67? /. i(i j 3d 
YoUr Committee beg leave to obserye, that the said John Vincent charges hllhSelf 
ill tne Said account for the rent of several plots of ground, ineiitioiied to lie in the 
tenure or George Fitz-Gerild, at the yearly rent of 21/. 4s. 6d. to aild for the 
twenty-ninth of September Ohe tlloilsaiid seveh hundred and forty-threC, but that 
he does not charge himself with the said rent in any subsequent year. Your Com- 
lhittee likewise beg leave to obserye, that it appears by the corporation books* that 
‘‘fteenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and forty-four j Matthew 
MNemara, esq. paid 120/. as a fine for a lease which he then took of Some 
lands frdhi the corporation, and that the said Matthew M c Nelhara, on the third Of 
November one thousand seven hundred and forty-four, paid the sum of three hun- 
dred guineas as a fine for a leafed of other lands belonging to the corporation. You! 
Committee find that the said John Vincent has not giveii any credit in his said 
accounts for the said two sums, artiodntihg in the whole to the sum of 461 /. ks. 
find your Committee beg leave to observe, that it does not apbe'ar by the 'said 
accounts, by what orders or for what purposes lie paid the said Several sums for 
Which he so takes credit; your Committee find that by tlib said accounts, the said 
John Vincent charges himself as having received for the tolls at the gates and in the 
markets, from the twenty-ninth of September one thousand sCVen hundred and 
orty-eight, to the twenty-ninth of September one thousand seven hundred and 
slx v» 1,,5,4] ? ' r antl . rents rece ‘ ve4 b y him during the first two years of the said 
period, 313/. 6 s. which tWo sums make in the whole the sum of 1^,730 /. 6 s. 
blit your Committee beg leave to observe, that in the said account 'he does not 
c [ ar ? e lllmse lt with the tolls in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-three, 
w 11c 1 appears by the corporation books to have amounted in that year to the sum 
i,4»o l. Yotir committee likewise osberve, that the rents of the corporation 
estate, from the twenty-ninth of September ohe thousand seven hundred and forty- 
eight, to the twenty-ninth of September one thousand seven hundred and sixty, 
■“• t0 of * h j ch deducting the sum of 313/. 6-i. ■. admitted 

J ' j V mcen t to be received by him. there remains uhadcounted fordhtefum hi' 
m 2 r u ’■ ? d ^ d , t0 the sum of M80 1 which Mr. Vincent has omitted 
finriS ,h lmse l T 1 ’’ r? ake “ 1,1 tte whole a sum of 8,621 1 \ u Your Committee 
dd hv d sa ’ d J° lm y in “ht takes credit in the said aceount for Severalsmnsmn 
f . . y m dt"' ln g the said period, amounting in the whole, tttotlAusum • ef 

1 5>979 A 1 0 Si-ad. 
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15,979 /. 10^. 2d. But your Committee cannot find by what ordefs tft* foF what 
purposes several of the said sums were paid ; and your Gothmittee bfeg Rive to 
observe, that in four of said years, he claims credit fot foot as paid to the res- 
pective mayors in said years for their salaries* though it appears that ho inolfe thalt 
5O0 /. was ordered by the council to be paid to each of them for their said salaries, 
by which means your Committee apprehends he has taken cHsdit 800 1 . niohe than 
lie ought in that particular. Your Committee find that the whole revenue of the 
said corporation, exclusive of the sum of 2,000 1 . borrowed upon said mortgage, 
amounted, during the time said Vinc'eht was in ofiicb, to 35,00 9/; 4 it gt/; and the 
Whole amount of payments for which the said Vincent takes credit is 26*590 1 . :3s; it?, 
so that if the whole had been received, there would bb a balahce Of 8,419^ ii- 
due to the corporation. 

And upon the whole, the Committee came to the followihg Resolutions : 

llESOLtJTibNS: 

Resolved, 

1. That it appears to this Committee, That the estate and revenues of the Cor- 
poration of the city of Limerick are vested in the whole corporate body, for the 
public uses of the City. 

Resolved, 

2. That it appears to this Committee, That an order was made by the said cor- 
poration, on the twentieth day of August one thousand seven hundred fold tvVenty- 
eitrllt, tlittt all leases to be iitade by the co’rptMtibri, of any mhos, teheihctttS or 
hereditaments belonging to them, should be first proposed to the coiltt of D’Oycr 
Hundred, for their assent thereto, before such leases should be perfected; and that 
the said order still remains .unrepealed. 

Resolved, ' 

3. That it appears to this Committee, from the books and accounts of the said 
corporation, That the mayor and common council of the said City, hatfe for kfeverai 
years past taken upon themselves to dispose of thb whole fevenufes of the said cor- 
poifition, and the greatest part thereof amongst a few hfonibers of the said cblincil, 
without' the approbation of the said court of D’Oyef Hundfed. 

Resolved, 

4 i That it appears to this Committee, That the mayor and common council of 
the said City have taken upon them to demise the greatest part of the estate of the 
said corporation, to some members of the said cdmnfon cob Beil, for nihe hundred and 
ninety-nine years* and to other nieriibers of the said cduheil Fob dVer, at triflihg 
rents. 



Resolved, .... 

5. That it appears to this Committee, froth the books ahd accounts bt the said 
corporation, That the mayor and common council of the said City have, for sfeveral 
years past misapplied and wasted the greater part of the revenues of the said City. 

Resolved, , T , • 

6 That it appears to this Committee, That Mr. John Vincent, burgess, was 
appointed chamberlain of, the said City on the twenty-sixth day of December one 
thousand seven hundred and forty, and that he 1ms been continued ever since lri 
the said office, and that he has never accounted either with the corporation, br the 
Common couhcil, for the fevehlies of the said corporation, or any part theteot. 

7 ThaHtlppears to this Committee, That the said John Vincent paid several 
SuHis of money oilt of the revenues of the said City, by the Orders of alderman 
Arthur Roche oiily, Without any hdthbrity from the said corporation or council for 
so doing. 

Resolved, , . . T . , r . . „„„„„ 

8. Thafthe, accounts laid before the Committee by the said John Vincent, appeal 
to the, Committee to have been lately made upj and 'calculated to prevent this Conv- 
mittee.from coming at the knowledge of the real state of the accounts of the said 
corporation; and (.that the said John Vincent has not produced to the Committed 
any original papers, vouchers or council orders, relative to said accounts. _ oteed 
ilf 6 y * 
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Resolved, 

9.- That it appears to this Committee, That the office of town-clerk in the said 
City,- is an annual office in the election of the council, and annually to be approved 
of by the lord lieutenant or chief governors and council of this kingdom ; and that 
the said Arthur Roche sold the said office for 400/. or 500/. though it appears the 
said office is not worth more than the annual sum of 100/. 



Resolved , 

10. That it appears to this Committee, That the office of pilot of the river 
Shannon, is an office requiring skill and attendance to conduct ships in the said 
river; that the said Arthur Roche when he was mayor procured the said office to 
be granted to his own son, who was then a boy of about nine years old ; that he 
permitted the said office, during the time his son held the same, to be executed by 
unskilful persons, and that he afterwards sold the said office for 80/. and procured 
the council to make a new grant of the same . to the purchaser for life. 

Resolved , 

11. That it appears to this Committee, That the mayor and council of the said 
City have taken upon them to make a lease for ever, at a trifling rent, to the said 
Arthur Roche, of the greatest part of the hospital lands, which were before constantly 
enjoyed by the corporation for the use of the poor. 

Resolved, 

12. That it appears to this Committee, That the said Arthur Roche never paid 
any rent whatsoever to the said corporation. 

Resolved, 

13 - That it appears to this Committee, That there has been great partiality in 
the payment of corporation orders. 



7 Resolved, 

i } 4 : That it appears to this Committee, That the tenants to the said corporation 
are tor the mokt part members of the common council, and that they have been 
permitted to run greatly in arrears, particularly since the year one thousand seyeh 
hundred and forty nine since which time it does not appear that they have paid aiiy 
rent whatsoever. . s«*b - 

Resolved, 

15. That it appears to this Committee, That the tholsel and market-house of the 
said city are in a ruinous condition, that the court-house is pulled down, and the 
gaol not fit for the reception of prisoners. 

Resolved, 

16. That it appears to this Committee, That the several corporation charities 
have been permitted to go to decay. 

Resolved, 

17. That it appears to this Committee, That great abuses have been for several 
years past committed in the shambles and markets of the said City, and that the 
magistrates have neglected to correct, if not connived at the same. 



Resolved, 

18. That it appears to this Committee, That the mayors for several years past 
have neglected to strike the assize of bread regularly. 

.‘Resolved, 

19. lhat jt ; appears Iq this Qoinpiittee, That the streets and lanes of tile, said 

City have for several years past been kept in a most filthy condition, though two 
members ot the common council have as scavengers been allowed annual salaries 
of 142/. for keeping the same clean. " C ,m 




• heyHf&dj *>j 
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Resolved, 

• 2 1 . That it appears to this Committee, That Alderman Arthur Roche, Vvlien 
mayor, illegally and arbitrarily committed Patrick Sexton to gaol for refusing to 
pay a sum of money for the quarters of two serjeants at a time when he was only a 
lodger, and had hut one room. 

Resolved, 

22. That it appears to this Committee, That Alderman David Roche, when 
mayor, did arbitrarily and illegally oblige Christopher Mead to pay a sum of money 
for the quarters of an officer, who resided in Dublin, during the greatest part of the 
time, for which he made him pay. 

Resolved, 

23. That it appears to this Committee, That Alderman John Ingram, when he 
was mayor of the said city, Alderman Arthur Roche and Alderman Robert Cripps, 
did assume a jurisdiction not warranted by the charters ot the said city or by any 
law, and . under colour thereof, did arbitrarily, illegally, and oppressively, seize and 
sell by public cant, a ship called the Charming Kitty, the property of Andrew Kelly, 
of London, merchant, for the sum ot 115/. 



Resolved, 

24. That it appears to this Committee, That there have been great extortions and 
abuses committed for several years past, in the collection ot the tolls at the gates, and 
in the markets of the said City; and that the magistrates of the said City have counte- 
nanced and supported several of the persons who have been guilty of such extortions 
and abuses. 

Resolved, r , , , 

25. That it appears to this Committee, That part of the revenue belonging to the 
City has been applied, by the direction of Arthur Ilochc, in defending a suit com- 
menced against one of the persons who was guilty of such extortions. 

aG^nltft appears to this Committee, That alderman Francis Sargent, when 
mayor, the said Arthur Roche aud John Smyth, did direct that three pounds twelve 
dunces should be taken for the toll in the market out of every Bristol ^barre l of 
wheat, though one pound nine ounces only ought to have been taken , and that the 
toll-gatherers did accordingly collect said toll ot three pounds twelve ounces during 
tte years one thousand seven hundred and filty-nme and one thousand seven hun- 
dred and sixty, except the last three months of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty. 

'fo^Thatt appears to this Committee, That the sum of two' thousand pounds 
borrowed by the corporation in the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-nine, 
and by them ordered to be paid to Arthur Roche, esq. to be by him applied 
dilclw, e of the debs then due by the said City, hath not been by him entirely ap- 

V~. * « «&£■£ 

council' SMK5.M having been by him expended in sup- 
Sf aW suit, for which suit or application ot money, there does not appeal. to 
have been any order of council. 

u/tK appears to this Committee, That the account of the application of the 

•1 ’ 1 f I E Y*iH hv the said Arthur lloche before the council, was by, the 
A U n °* duinaUe time he was town clerk, taken from among the papers 

said Aithui Koche, duun 0 him- till his examination before this Committee, 

of the said council, and secreted b\ him- tut ms exan 1 

so great an influence and pow er in t e magistrate, but through his interest, 

admitted a freeman, or common had * rve d the office of sheriffs in the 
Hud that ljG4)re>ente,d spn b . d t j re V \ as no objection, from being 

office. is the usual 

nutted common qouncil men, tnougu navu» 0 ^ 

meiidatjon to that board. ^ Resolved, 
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Resolved, 

3 O'. That trout the said several particulars, and from divers: others in this.- Report 
mentioned, it appears to this Committee, That the conduct of the said Arthur Roche 
has been highly detrimental to thednterest of the said City, and contrary to his. duty 
as a freeman, a common council man, and a magistrate, and therefore that the said* 
Arthur Roche is a person not lit to be intrusted with the government of the said' City 
or with any office therein. 

Resolved, 

31. That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the interposition of Parliament 
is absolutely necessary for redressing the said several grievances and abuses, and? for* 
preventing the like for the future. 

And then the Chairman having been first directed to report the proceedin'** 
specially to the House, did by order of the Committee leave the chair. 



23 December 1761. 
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